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BOARDING HOUSES 


Midway boarding houses in the early mining days were a boon to 
the men who worked away from their homes. The money these transient 
workers left in the community was also a welcome asset to townspeople. 


One of the more popular boarding establishments was run by Mrs. 
Agnes O'Neil, affectionately called “Aunt Nanny O'Neil.” She suc- 
cessfully managed the establishment for many years, and then when her 
health failed, a daughter, Mrs. Agnes Ritchie, took over the management. 


Another well regulated and popular boarding house was operated 
by Mrs. Letty Bronson. Some boarding houses were also kept at the 
mine sites. There was one at White Pine Canyon and another at the 
Snake Creek Tunnel. The Old Steamboat Mine also had a boarding 
house. p ES 
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One of the most popular spots in early Midway was Mrs. Agnes O'Neil's Hotel and 
Restaurant. Shown here in front of the building in this 1897 photograph are. left to 
right, Samuel O'Neil, Ruth Rockwood O'Neil, Helen Ritchie, baby James Ritchie. Aunt 
Nannie O'Neil, Agnes Ritchie, Samuel Hair. Rachel Hair and Robert Hair. 


Written January 20, 1917, by William Lindsay: 


"Tis many a year since first we met 
To visit Nannie O'Neil 
To celebrate her natal day 
And wish weh kind heart "weel 
We met a hearty welcome 
In her cheerful, kindly way 
And many a happy time we've had 
With her the livelong day 
Many of those who used to come 
Have passed away and gone. 
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